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A  CHRISTIAN  STUDENT'S   COMPLAINT
An Indian Christian student from a Missionary college in
Bengal writes:
"Missionary colleges are meant to be centres of preaching and
conversion to Christianity. The Missionaries talk of the Bible, Christ
and Christianity, but when any matter of national importance to India
arises they are surprisingly reactionary. We have annual socials in
our college. On the evening of 7th September one such was held, and
the opening item in our programme was the singing of Bande Mataram
by a group of boarders. The Principal objected on the ground that it
was difficult for Europeans to stand for ten minutes in honour of an
Indian national song and that, if the practice of singing Bands Mataram
was allowed, it would mean official recognition of it by them as a
national song which they do not care to give. No compromise was
possible in spite of every argument on the part of the students. The
students have called a strike. In the same way the Congress should
also resort to Satyagraha and non-co-operation, for imperialist Britain
will never understand our point of view."
Of late I have written a great deal against strikes by stu-
dents. I do not know the name of the college. Had I known it,
I would have sought verification from the authorities. There-
fore I base my opinion on the assumption that the facts are cor-
rectly stated by my correspondent. If they are, I am happy to
be able to say that this strike was thoroughly justified. And I
hope that it was wholly spontaneous and successful. Whether
the song is in fact national or not is not for the Missionaries
concerned to determine. For them it is surely enough to, know
that their students recognize the song as national. Professors
and teachers, if they are to be popular with their pupils, have
to identify themselves with their activities and aspirations so
long as they are not unhealthy or immoral.
Harijan, 6-10-1940                                                                      ;